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Abstract

The rural settlement of Vranjestica is located in the northeastern part of Montenegro
(Kolasin municipality). It extends in the zone 42 ° 47° 09 "north latitude and 19 ° 37" 35" east
longitude. It borders the rural settlements of Recine in the west, Gnjili Potok in the southeast and
Bare Kraljske in the south. It is located at an altitude of 1519 m and covers an area of
2.480 hectares.The traffic-geographical position of the rural settlement of Vranjestica is
unfavorable, because it is located far from the main roads. Except for the road Andrijevica —
TreSnjevik — MateSevo — KolaSin, no other important road intersects or touches this rural
settlement. Vranjestica is 44.6 km from Berane, 29.6 km from Andrijevica and 11.2 km from
MateSevo. Isolated traffic-geographical position adversely affects its economic and social
development. The paper discusses the natural and social benefits for tourism development.
The results of the research indicate that without greater economic potential in this settlement,
there is no wider existential base of the population.Bearing in mind that the studied geo-area has a
predominantly agricultural population, agriculture should, all the more so, play its undoubtedly
large and notable role in future economic development. Tourism as an additional source of income
for the inhabitants of Vranjestica could certainly improve their quality of life.

Keywords: Vranjestica, rural settlement, natural conditions, social conditions.

1. Introduction

In academic literature, development strategies and documents, mountain areas are most
often placed in the context of geographical and geomorphological specificity, which is certainly
deserved. The specific configuration of the terrain has resulted in a greater degree of conservation
of natural values than is the case in more physically accessible areas such as lowland terrain, which
is why mountain areas are most often analyzed from the aspect of environment, ecosystem
conservation and biodiversityHowever, the proclamation of the International Year of Mountains in
2002 aroused the interest of various professions in these areas and gave rise to a focus on other
challenges — the preservation of population capacity and with them the preservation of specific

* Corresponding author
E-mail addresses: jelisavka.bulatovic@gmail.com (J. Bulatovi¢), dkgoran.rajovic@gmail.com (G. Rajovi¢)
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customs, culture and traditions (Panti¢, 2019). In terms of tourism, Vranjestica is an unaffirmed
village due to poor traffic accessibility and isolation in relation to the urban settlement of Kolasin.
The settlement is mostly reached by macadam roads, which can be used mainly by the best off-road
vehicles. The settlement has been affected by depopulation, and households are gradually
becoming elderly (Bulatovi¢ and Rajovi¢, 2017; Bulatovi¢, Rajovi¢, 2020). Tourism could be an
important factor in keeping the young population in the settlement. In order for this to happen, it
is necessary to invest in road and communal infrastructure as well as to educate the local
population in order to encourage active participation (Bulatovi¢, Rajovi¢, 2018; Bulatovic,
aRajovi¢, 2020). It is also necessary to improve the marketing activity in order for this settlement
to become recognizable in the tourist offer of the municipality of Kolasin, but also the whole of
Montenegro. This must first happen at the municipal, regional and ultimately state level (see Park,
Yoon, 2011; Ghaderi, Henderson, 2012; Balan, Burghelea, 2015).

2. Methodology

Qualitative methods were used in this study. Data obtained from settlement surveys and
observations, interviews with the residents Vranjestica. The study was also supported by published
literature, foto, development plans and related written sources (see Chen, 2017; Manaf et al, 2018;
Guan et al, 2019; Bulatovi¢ and Rajovi¢, 2020).

3. Results and discussion

It has been known since ancient Greece that the rural area attracted people to spend a
holiday and a comfortable life. All this is evidenced by various examples of trips to rural areas, such
as trips to the Olympics, visits to prophecies and healing springs. Even in Roman times, travel and
vacations in rural areas are known: in thermal baths and villas (summer houses) built in natural
areas (Weber, Mikaci¢, 1995). Forms / types of travel similar to today's tourist trips also appeared
in the Middle Ages. Typical examples of travel at that time are pilgrimages and hunting trips ...
Natural and social attractions as the basis for the development of rural tourism are the subject of
research in the works of numerous authors. Among them Jurcan (1989) the development of
tourism in rural areas is based on natural and social attractions. Kusen (2002) provides a strategic
framework for the development of rural tourism as part of the concept of the overall development
of rural areas and rural renewal. Rural areas are still very interesting for tourists. There are several
reasons for this, and one of them is that rural areas provide a variety of entertainment and leisure
opportunities (see Ruzi¢, Demonja, 2013). Therefore, in the text that follows, we point out the
natural attractiveness and social convenience for the development of tourism in the rural
settlement of Vranjestica.

The natural attractions of Vranjestica important for the development of tourism are:

Relief units with their morphology, altitude and slope of the terrain represent the basic
spatial part of the physical-geographical environment with multiple purposes important for tourist
functions. Tourist value is manifested through morphological, hydrographic and biogeographical
phenomena and processes. The connection between relief units and tourist potentials as a future
carrier of development when it comes to the rural settlement of Vranjestice can be twofold and
complex. Forms of relief and altitude stand out as independent tourist functions, which are
important when choosing a location — a place for holding, for example, tourist events,
in accordance with the needs of the organizers. As a rule, depending on the form of the event,
a location is chosen near individual facilities that have a certain tourist value or serve the needs of
organizers and visitors. Kljuc¢ (1.973 m above sea level) is the highest peak of the considered geo-
space. As a special value of the future tourist development of Vranjestica, we single out the
impressive branches of Kljuc¢: Krstac (1.770 m above sea level), Ckala,(1.804 m above sea level),
Klisura (1.827 m above sea level), Lumer (1.863 m above sea level) Cupovi (1.885 m above sea
level), Goveda glava (1.897 m above sea level)... It is located at an altitude of 1.519 m above sea level
and covers an area of 2.480 hectares. Therefore, the relief as a basic physical-geographical
environment for the development of tourism can be used to the maximum for tourist purposes, and
its extreme characteristics (heights, gorges, waterfalls ...) can be turned into tourist sites attractive
for nature lovers, mountaineering, adventure and similar types of tourism of special interest.
The forms of relief in the considered geo-space can be especially pronounced when organizing
future sports events. For example, the road from Tre$njevik through Lisa and Backi Brdo is
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extremely attractive for bicycle races or horse races, which also play a significant role in excursion
and sports-recreational tourism. The alluvial plains of the Vranjesticka and Suvogorska rivers form
the lowest terrains in the considered geo-space. Hence, in a relatively small area, they contribute to
the dynamism of space, which together with watercourses makes the most interesting segment of
this geo-space. Various attractive tourist attributes can best be seen from the edges of Suva Gora,
which are rarely functional lookouts in the area of Vranjestica, which can be used as an element of
artistic inspiration during future art colonies.

Fig. 1. Vranjestica”
Note: A village that enchants with its natural beauties, surrounded by the greenery of deciduous
and coniferous forests

Climate conditions. The connection between climatic conditions and manifestation tourism,
which seems to us to be the most favorable in the future development of Vranjestica, would have a
dual character. On the one hand, when organizing and determining the date of the event, especially
those in the open, the weather forecast is important, both current and medium-term and long-
term, mostly based on meteorological observations and data over many years. On the other hand,
each settlement has its own climatic determinant, depending on the climatic zone (mountain), or
its microclimate, which depends on the natural and relief features of the location and its
environment (for example, proximity to rivers, mountains — Bjelasica, forest belts, altitude,
height...). In recent years, visible climate changes have been increasingly taken into account, which
are most obvious through two important parameters, namely the increase in average air
temperature and the increased frequency of extreme climate events. Climate change is also
important for long-term planning of, for example, tourist events, especially sports events that are
closely related to and determined by climatic conditions (for example, competition in classic ski
disciplines and other outdoor winter sports). There is no meteorological station in Vranjestica that
measures and records the condition of climatic elements. Climatic characteristics are explained
based on data from the Hydrometeorological Institute of Montenegro and the meteorological
station Kolasin. Vranjestica has a mountain climate. The maximum temperature during the
summer can reach 34.1° C, and in the winter, it can drop to — 27.8 ° C. The warmest month is July,
with an average air temperature of 14.9 ° C, and the coldest January, with an average temperature

" Figures 1-6 and 8 are taken from the website Vranje$tica na$ zavi¢aj (Vranjestica our homeland)
(www.facebook.com )
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of — 3.9 ° C. The average annual air temperature is 5.2 ° C. The average annual rainfall in
Vranjestica is 2105 mm. The maximum amount of precipitation is 318.5 mm in December, and the
lowest in July is 65.9 mm. In the considered geo-area, winds from the direction southwest (30 %),
southeast (13 %), south (12 %), northeast (9 %) are most present ... During the year, there is 37 %
silence. The highest relative humidity occurs in the winter (90 %). The average annual cloudiness is
6.1 h. The maximum cloudiness is 7.4 hours in December, and the minimum in August is 4.1 hours.
The average annual sunshine of VranjeStica is 167.4 hours. It reaches its maximum in July
(274.3 h). Hence, the relationship between climatic conditions and event tourism is of special
importance for tourist places with natural-geographical tourist values such as Vranjestica
(mountain, localities by the rivers) and tourist localities that represent attractive natural-
geographical tourist values.

Fig. 2. View over the village
Note: Rain clouds herald storms

Hydrographic objects (rivers, springs, streams, creeks, ponds ...) are of significant tourist
value, especially if they are connected with other natural-geographical values (relief, specific and
lush vegetation, climate ...) and inherited anthropogenic motifs. The connection of hydrographic
objects and their localities, for example with event tourism, is reflected in the organization of
various competitions in water sports such as swimming, fishing, tourist cruises ....The tourist
function of rivers, ie their attractiveness, is conditioned by one very important and current factor
today — pollution. Not only the attractiveness but also the utilization (and not only of these!)
Of hydrographic tourist values depends on the level of pollution. In case the pollution does not
exceed the valid norms and regulations (water temperature, richness of fish stock, conditions for
sport fishing, arrangement and accessibility to the shores, traffic connection and visual
attractiveness are in themselves an ideal space for organizing various manifestation tourism
programs. Vranjesticka and Suvogorska Reka — are a great bait for nature and fishing lovers.
The river flow, flora and fauna, air, clean water, make these rivers unique because they connect
water and mountains, wildlife and plants. Rivers create a unique natural mix — elixir of health
recovery. In the area of Vranjestica there are several independent wellspring. Among the most
important are: Vuci¢ev Wellspring, Paljevine, Livadak, Ledni Wellspring, Kojovica Wellspring,
Zejov Wellspring, Ivanovica Wellspring... The springs are quite strong, they do not dry out, their
water is cold and very pleasant to drink. Exactly what is visible and really true is that the
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considered geo-space is full of beauty and warmth, and staying by the wellspring, after walking,
gives a person peace that strengthens the soul.

Fig. 3. Vranjesticka River
Note: Hydrographic pearl of Vranjestica

Flora and fauna. The richness of flora and fauna is a significant tourist value. It has a
representative opportunity in presenting a tourist location, such as Vranjestica. Therefore, it can
have a recognizable role, for example, in event tourism. The connection between flora and
manifestation tourism primarily depends on the development of agriculture and the preservation
of the autochthonous plant eco-composition. In the considered geo - area, belts of different plant
composition are thinned: in the lower parts, there are deciduous forests (oak, beech ...), in the
higher parts conifers (fir, spruce ...). The mountains are rich in pastures, lush grasses and water
springs. Cereals are grown from plant crops: corn, rye, barley, and oats. Fruits are Central
European: apples, plums, pears, cherries, walnuts ... Vegetables are grown: potatoes, cabbage,
onions, peppers, cucumbers, salads, green beans ... In the area of coniferous forests you can find
forest fruits: strawberry, blueberry, raspberry, blackberry ... Geo-area of Vranjestica is rich in
medicinal herbs: hajduk grass, thyme, mint, St. John's wort .. A special attraction are mushrooms:
boletus, morel, champignon ... In areas such as Vranjestica with agriculture as the dominant
economic activity, the tradition in the way of doing business is also expressed. As Professor
Bukurov (1986) would point out, "Extensive arable fields sown with grain food enable a variety of
game, a pleasant life." This, in turn, provides an opportunity for the development of sport hunting,
ie hunting tourism. Hunting partridges, pheasants, roe deer and wild boar, rabbits ... can also be
attractive to foreign hunters, as well as hunting migratory birds".
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Fig. 4. Vranjesticka blackberry
Notes: healthy fruit and healing properties

The tourist value of events based on flora is reflected in the hygienic-recreational and
aesthetic-decorative function. The tourist value is proportional to their wealth and harmony.
The animal world of Vranjestica is diverse. Of the domestic animals, mainly cattle are raised: cattle,
sheep, horses, goats ... Vranjestica abounds in katuns: Backo Brdo, Katuniste, Lisa, Krivi Do, Bac,
Vukiceva Staja... Hunting game has a special value: bears, wolves, deer, wild boars, rabbits, eagles...

Fig. 5. View of Krivi Do

Note: The beauty of untouched nature and the kindness of the local people are the impression that
every person takes from this locality as an indelible, impressive trace that is carried in the heart for
the rest of life.
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The diversity and richness of the fauna, especially the autochthonous ones, enable the
development of hunting and fishing tourism. In addition, traditional customs and modern
achievements in the breeding of domestic animals can be used to organize numerous ethnographic,
entertainment, economic, professional events. Regarding the importance of fauna for tourist value,
sports-recreational and economic-entertainment functions stand out. The economic and
entertainment function can be reflected in the presentation of modern achievements in the
breeding of domestic animals in the geo-area of VranjeSica, and such events can also have various
entertainment contents. The climate and natural environment have a significant impact on the
tourist value of the flora and fauna of Vranjestica. Flora and fauna have multiple significance for
human life, not only as part of the diet, but also for economic activity, and in addition to meeting
sports and recreational needs should not be neglected social moment — prestige — and as such are
important for tourist movements (for example, participation in tourist offers such as hunting,
photo safaris or bird watching is often a matter of prestige ..). The aesthetic-decorative function can
be especially expressed when organizing entertainment events or as an accompanying element of
other functions. The economic and entertainment function of Vranjestica can be used to present
the way of business and achievements, through various fairs and exhibitions, which may include
various accompanying entertainment programs. Due to the social needs for competition and
prestige, sports and recreational events are also organized, which would satisfy the sports and
recreational function. Thus, events that have a competitive character could be held in Vranjestica,
such as: equestrian races, exhibitions of dogs, animals... On the other hand, a competition for the
best landscaped yard, living space can be organized ... In the end, we should emphasize that the
growing need to preserve the natural environment (and within the hygienic-recreational function),
creates the need to organize events of ecological and educational content, which by their
characteristics can have a professional, economic or entertainment character.

Fig. 6. Suva Gora
Note: A meeting place of untouched nature and tradition

The natural benefits of Vranjestica are undoubtedly a respectable potential for the future
development of tourism and as such provide the opportunity to practice various: sports-
recreational activities, benefits for the development of special needs tourism: rural tourism,
hunting tourism, fishing tourism, excursion tourism, hiking — nearby of the studied area is an
attractive natural environment ... The natural configuration of the terrain is perfect for hiking and
mountaineering. Let us also point out that none of these resources have been used so far.
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According to Egbali and Bakhsh (2011) tourism positive effects the positive effects of tourism
are production of income, occupation and new economic resource for local people, assist to reduce
on social unbalanced powers, providing job opportunities for maintaining regional population and
coefficient of high multiplicity, reviving local culture, enhancing of national dignity and self-
confidence, preserving natural and cultural resources. Although tourism development is
emphasized with preservation of environment by governments, at the most parts of the world, but,
the effects on the zone people are not decisive, because, the concept of preservation or fine quality
of environment has not specified as a culture, considerably; specially in our country. Not every one
knows the environment outside his house as the environment he lives in and does not have any
sense of responsibility to preserve it. Unfortunately, municipality and local managers pay not
enough attention to this important matter. Nevertheless, it was found out that the tourism can play a
long-term role to flourish local, regional, national and international economic. These successes often
depend on how to maintain the high quality of natural environment and it causes the touring
applicants to be fully satisfied (Egbali, Bakhsh, 2011).Tourism negative effects Local price inflation,
migration of work power, destruction of the local work structure, participation of women in parttime
and low-income works, seasonal patterns of demands, change of local culture patterns, reduction of
life patterns, different types of pollutions and residues made by tourists, destroying available animal
shelters by constructing new buildings, change of local culture for conforming to tourist’s culture,
destruction of the zone environment. Tourist’s harms includes: Expenses of bringing instruments
and facilities e.g. transportation systems, lack attention to customs and local habits resulting in
basically weakening the living method of local people, destruction of natural environment because of
construction of the buildings of hotels and airports in natural coverage zones, polluting the natural
environment and probably outbreak of epidemic diseases (see Egbali, Bakhsh, 2011).

Social benefits for the development of tourism in the geo-space of Vranjestica can include
numerous factors: contents related to the life and customs of the inhabitants of the studied geo-
space; a special group of tourist motifs consists of memorials (memorial plaques, cemeteries of
ancient peoples ...), ethnographic heritage (various parts of household items, dishes, fabrics, parts
of costumes, tools for agricultural production, weapons ...). Anthropogenic tourist values of
VranjeStica were created by human activity, and they can be presented with motives that satisfy the
so-called the cultural need to move in order to get to know the cultural heritage. The diverse
ethnographic wealth of Vranjestica in the tourist offer can have its place as an ethnographic tourist
value, and it would consist of all aspects of culture and tradition of living — represented through the
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origin of the population, social, spiritual, material culture, and art. It is important to note that
certain economic facilities of Vranjestica, created in different historical periods, can serve as a
location for artistic or ethnographic events, that is, they can be classified as ethnographic wealth
(for example, mills, dryers ...). In the ethnological sense, the Vranjestic¢ki geo-space is an extremely
rich, diverse and interesting area. The architecture characteristic of these areas has been
developing in the area of the settlement for a number of centuries. It did not develop under the
influence of any outside world, but was developed by the inhabitants of this village, as it suited
them and as it was best for them. As a result of the long tradition of life in the settlement, a large
number of old buildings have been preserved to this day. But these buildings did not fall into the
shadow of oblivion, but even today they serve the people of this region for work and life as they
served their ancestors several centuries ago. When we say buildings, we primarily mean houses or
log cabins and auxiliary buildings for living. The houses are built exclusively of wood, with stone
foundations. The roofs are covered with shingles. The following stand out from the auxiliary
facilities: facilities for grain, huts, traps, dairies, corn baskets, pens, barns for cattle ... It is
necessary to perform an adequate evaluation and presentation of this ethnographic heritage in
order to use it in the right way. From the gastronomic values, we should especially single out the
authentic food that the inhabitants of Vranjestica make and use today, as they did generations ago.
These are various types of cheese and cream, prosciutto, pie, various types of brandy, juices, sweet
from forest herbs ... In addition to placing ethnographic and gastronomic heritage in the function
of tourism, we should insist on the greatest possible contact between tourists and the local
population in order to experience the traditional rural way of life in the right way. However, when
organizing future such events with an emphasis on ethnographic values in the program and offer,
one should be very careful. Authenticity is crucial for a quality ethnographic tourist event!
(see Plavsa, Ratkovié, 2007).

Fig. 8. Bukova Poljana
Note: The Light of God

In an effort to valorize the natural and social benefits for the development of tourism as fully
and successfully as possible in the geo-area of Vrasnjestica, it is necessary to establish through
events. Unfortunately, for now, there is not a single event that would affect the creation of the
image of the rural settlement of Vranjestica. Together with livestock products, healthy food,
Vranjestica certainly represents an ecological oasis, that is, an underused tourist opportunity.
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For the needs of tourism, healthy tourist houses can be built in the studied geo-area
(see Milenkovi¢, 1998; Paresishvili et al., 1917; Sati, 2019), which would have the following
purposes: for the needs of sport fishermen and their rest and recreation; type of hunting tourist
house for the year-round hunting season; for organizing equestrian races of mountain horses;
for tourist events, such as Mowing meadows, which have a recreational and competitive character;
for harvesting medicinal herbs and their presentation to tourists, with the possibility of tasting and
purchase; for camping and excursions, for exhibitions and fairs of livestock products and
handicrafts for tourist purposes, for a tourist settlement with traditional folk customs (selection of
the best mower, best embroiderer, knitter ...).

In this situation, and given the attractiveness of the considered geo-space, there is a need to
fit into modern tourism trends, which should include: The issue of accommodation capacity is a
priority, given that the studied geo-space has almost no accommodation (except eco home) but that
does not mean the lack of a base (if we have in mind the seasonal use of housing); In that sense,
it is necessary for the municipality of Kolasin to form a tourist bureau that would enable potential
visitors to offer private accommodation. This means that rural households that would opt for the
reception of tourists must make every effort to standardize accommodation facilities, but also all
the conditions for the reception and stay of guests; Catering facilities give a special stamp to each
destination and represent one of the basic specific tourist attractions. There is not a single catering
facility in the studied geo-area ... In that sense, all possibilities of connecting with already
established tourist organizations from Podgorica and the Montenegrin coast and Kolasin should be
used, which would sell capacities and send tourists to Vranjestica through their representatives;
The issue of personnel is a basic issue but also a perspective one. They are an important component
of the general impression (picture) of a given tourist destination. To the extent that the
municipality of Kolasin also has a lack of staff in the field of tourism; It is also necessary to
approach the realization of the construction of specialized trade facilities. There is no such object in
the studied geo-space. The lack of trade facilities would certainly have a bad effect on the quality of
the potential tourist offer, ie the potential supply of tourists; Agriculture as a primary economic
activity in the studied geo-area would have far — reaching interests for complementary cooperation
with tourism. Thanks to the natural, ecological and ambient characteristics of Vranjestica with the
surrounding rural settlements, above all: Barama Kraljskim and Gnjili Potok, it would form a
promising space for the development of the so-called. tourism of specific interests; Professional
selection of a certain number of households that would be engaged in rural tourism in the
settlement, as well as in the katuns: Backi Brdo, Lisa, Krivi Do ... Clear specification of conditions
and standards, which the household would have to meet in order to be engaged in tourism;
Education of the population. The development of a quality program of stay in the studied geo-space
must not be left to the resourcefulness of the locals, therefore it must be the subject of expert
analysis; Sale of agricultural products to tourists in which the residents of Vranjestica can find their
interest; Old crafts and tools. The priority would be to form a rural household where all the
contents related to the life and work of the locals, which have long been forgotten and abandoned,
would be presented. This could certainly complete the tourist offer and would be an exceptional
attraction; Folk handicrafts. Unfortunately, over time, the products of folk crafts of the
Vranjestickog geo-space were abandoned and left to oblivion. If we are going to develop tourism,
this sphere of tourist offer must be given due care and respect; Construction of ponds. The studied
geospace is extremely rich in springs, streams, and there is certainly the Vranjesticka and
Suvogorska River. In essence, it should be noted that the geo - area of Vranjestica is extremely
suitable for mini ponds, which would certainly enrich the tourist offer; Construction of tourist
infrastructure along the Vranjesticka and Suvogorska rivers. Pay special attention to the contents
related to the stay on the river (camping grounds, swimming pool, promenade, football fields and
other sports and recreational activities ...); Use of all natural benefits for the development of
hunting and fishing tourism. Sports Association "Bjelasica" has cooperation with domestic and
international associations; An important item in the future tourism development is the
transportation solution. To this day, due to bad macadam roads, not a single or even van traffic has
been established through the Vranjestickog geo-space (except for cars and trucks — mostly locals).
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Fig. 9. Indicators Framework (Lun et al., 2016)

Citing research by (Ross, Wall, 1999; Scheyvens, 1999; Loon, Polakow, 2001) Lun et al.
(2016) indicate that identify the specific roles that ecotourism could play and then shortlist five
indicators of ecotourism, namely: preserves natural environment and biodiversity; generates
money to finance conservation; contributes to the local economy; promotes community
partnership; and educates the visitors and the local stakeholders. Broadly, Wallace and Pierce’s
above six principles are covered in these five indicators. Gives an empowerment framework
(economic, psychological, social, and political empowerment) to test the sustainability of
ecotourism. However, she acknowledges that as the central concern in the framework is
empowerment, it is useful only for evaluating the contribution of tourism to the community. Loon
and Polakow (2001) is on economic aspects. The paper provides a generalized model to evaluate
the financial viability of investment in ecotourism ventures. Comparing the internal rates of return
from various forms of accommodations offered (campsites, lodges, and chalets), the study
concludes that campsite accommodations offer the highest returns compared to lodges and chalets.

In many European rural settlements, and more and more in our area, various forms of
tourism have been recognized with which all the above effects are achieved, these are especially
related to: nature tourism, which refers to all activities that directly or indirectly depend from the
natural environment and natural attractions and represent activities such as hunting, fishing,
excursion tourism; eco-tourism is a combination of staying in nature with elements of the cultural
tradition of the settlement. It provides a positive experience for visitors and hosts, brings financial
benefits to the domicile population, raises a positive attitude towards the local, living and social
"climate"; rural tourism refers to all types of holidays and activities that are outside the urban
tourist center (Kolasin), and seeks to introduce rural culture and lifestyle of the population of a
particular locality with the possibility of accommodation and food in rural households, including
recreational sports activities; the term green tourism is used for everything related to the natural
environment and cultural heritage. The goals of green tourism are reflected in the wise use of
natural resources — land, water and energy, prevention of environmental pollution and protection
and conservation of biodiversity (Bulatovi¢, Rajovi¢, 2021).

The modern tourist is looking for experiences that give him a sense of closeness to natural
values and the local community. Any tourist destination that intends to attract such visitors must
protect its natural resources while emphasizing a sense of integration with the local community.
This imperative of the concept of sustainable tourism development has a very strong ecological
dimension. However, the economic component also requires special attention because the
connection and regulation of economic interests is extremely important for sustainable
development (Bulatovi¢, Rajovi¢, 2020). Economic profit, which is now achieved in a very short
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period, but at the expense of the environment, can not be tolerated on the further path of
sustainable development of any rural settlement, and of course Vranjestice. Bearing in mind that
the studied geo-area has a predominantly agricultural population, agriculture should, all the more
so, play its undoubtedly large and notable role in future economic development. Tourism as an
additional source of income for the residents of Vranjestica could certainly improve their quality of
life (Bulatovi¢, Rajovi¢, 2021).

4. Conclusion

Rural tourism, as a significant element of sustainable tourism, economic and social
development of rural areas, encounters increasing development, marketing, management and
economic difficulties in its development, while at the same time on the side of tourist demand is
showing increasing interest in this form of tourism. Development solutions should be sought in the
implementation of an adequate management model for this, a very sensitive area of social and
economic development and its quality operationalization at all levels. It is necessary to network,
both economic entities, primarily agritourism households with each other, and with other segments
and stakeholders in the segment of rural tourism and rural development of the regional community
(Krajnovié¢ et al., 2019). Montenegro has a long tradition of tourism, but tourism is primarily
related to the Montenegrin coast, and the main offer is the sun and the sea. Therefore, although
Montenegro has a significant and important base of natural and socio-cultural resources for the
development of tourism in all its areas, and not only in the coast, it is important to point out that
this basis is not used enough and properly. Therefore, rural tourism in Montenegro, despite its
huge potential, is still underdeveloped due to numerous limitations, from legislation, undefined
competencies permeating several ministries (agriculture, tourism, rural development) to
restrictions at the local community level. Observing rural tourism by regions, its true potential can
be seen. Namely, numerous natural beauties such as rivers, mountains, forest areas and rural and
traditional customs of different regions offer a significant precondition for the development of rural
tourism. However, with the aim of greater progress in rural tourism in Montenegro, and thus the
development of rural areas, it is necessary to make a detailed analysis of the situation, and take the
right measures to begin the long-term process of improvement. This needs to be done at the
national, regional and local levels as there is room for improvement.
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Abstract

The paper focuses on one of the representatives of the Cherkasov family from Kereti,
a participant of the First World War, a victim of political repression, Feofan Ivanovich Cherkasov
(1886-1938). This work is the first attempt to summarize the available information and write the
first biography of this person.

The documents of the State archive of the Arkhangelsk region (Arkhangelsk, Russian
Federation) were used as sources. The documents of the FSS archive for the Republic of Karelia
(Petrozavodsk, Russian Federation) were also involved.

From a methodological point of view, a descriptive method is widely used in the work, which
allowed author to consider the information presented in fragments in order to restore the
biographical picture of the life of Feofan Ivanovich Cherkasov. Besided this, a retrospective method
was used, thanks to which we were able to consider the events in their chronological sequence.

In conclusion, the author states that Feofan Ivanovich Cherkasov (1886-1938) is a man with
one of the most tragic fates in the Cherkasov (Keret) family. At the age of 28, he was drafted into
the active army of the Russian Empire during the First World War. He was captured, was released
from it in connection with the end of the world conflict in 1918. He returned to Soviet Russia.
During the Holodomor of 1933, he was convicted in a falsified case and sent to the Gulag for the
construction of the White Sea Canal. After serving his sentence, he returned home, but soon in
1938 he was arrested again on a falsified case and has already been shot. At the time of the
shooting, he was only 51 years old.

Keywords: Feofan Ivanovich Cherkasov, 1886—1938, Cherkasovs (Keretskys), participant of
the First World War, political repression, biography.

1. BBegeHnue

UepkacoBbl — JIOCTATOYHO paclpocTpaHeHHasA (haMuWInsA Ha MOCTCOBETCKOM IPOCTPAHCTBE.
K npumepy, Tonpko mo maHHbIM caiita «IlogBur Hapoma» B Benukoil OTeuecTBEeHHOU BOIiHE
MPUHSUIN y4YacTue U ObLIM HarpakZieHbl He MeHee 5 ThIC. MYKUMH-HOCUTeseH 3Tou dhamMuInm.
IMEeHHO TO3TOMYy MBI pElIWIN JT00ABUTHh K (PaMHJIMU U MECTO IPOKUBAHUSA, a UMEHHO CEJIo
Keperp (coBpemeHnHO#l pecnyOsuku Kapenus), Tak moJydmsioch Ha3BaHUe YepKacOBBI
(Keperckue). BakHO OTMETHUTH, UTO paHee MbI yKe oOpamaiuch K ucropuu ceina Keperb u
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paccMaTpuBaJId OCHOBHBIE COOBITHS C MOMEHTA IEPBOTO YIOMHUHAHUSA Cejla B HCTOPUYECKHUX
HMCTOYHMKAX U BIUIOTH JI0 JINKBU/IALINH JJAHHOTO TIOCeJIeHUs B cCOBeTCKOe BpeMs (Uepkacos, 2013).

B ucropuu Hameid ¢ammwiny, poloHAYaIbHUKOM KoTopoil O0bu1 ITpokomuii (ITpoxodwit)
UYepkacoB, KOTOPBIH POAMIICS OKOJIO 1685 T., ceroffHsa IpocyeXuBaercs 6osiee 200 cyzeb: 310 u
yuactHUKY [lepBoil MupoBoii u Besmkoit OTeuecTBeHHOHN BOWH, TPOMBIIIJIEHHUKHU 10 PEBOJIIOIINH,
paboune, WH)KEHEPBI, YUUTEIA B COBETCKOE U IOCTCOBeTCKOe BpemsA. Cpeau HUX BBIJIEJIAIICA
®eodan IBanoBuu YepkacoB — desnoBek, mpomenmuii IlepByio mupoByio BoitHy, ['YJIAT,
CTABIIUM >KEPTBOU B MEPUOJ IOJUTUYECKUX pempeccuil. JlaHHOU cTaTheld MBI OBl XOTeU
MIPOAOJIKUTE IUKJI paboT 1o ucropuu ceMbu YepkacoBbix u3 Kepetu — Uepkacosbix (Keperckux).
Panee w©HamMum paccmarpuBasiach Ouorpacdus BBIJAIONIETOCS COBETCKOTO U POCCHUUCKOTO
usobperaress I1aia BanoBuua Yepkacosa (Cherkasov, 2021).

2. MaTrepuaJibl 1 METOABI

B kayecTBe HCTOYHHUKOB OBUTH HCIIOJIB30BAHBI JOKYMEHTHI TOCYZAPCTBEHHOTO apXHBa
Apxanrenbckolt obsactu (ApxaHrenbek, Poccuiickas ®eneparnusa) u HanwonaspHOro apxumpa
Pecriy6muku Kapenus (ITerposaBoxack, Poccuiickass ®emepanus). IIpuBiiedeHbl OBLIM TaKKe
nokymeHThI apxuBa YOCB o Pecnyosinke Kapenus (ITerposaBopck, Poccutickas ®eepanuis).

B meTosionornyeckoM IutaHe B paboTe IMIMPOKO IPHMEHEH ONMcaTeIbHBbIM MeTOJl, KOTOPhIU
MO3BOJIMJI PACCMOTPETh IIpeZiCTaBJIeHHYI0 (parMeHTapHO WH@OPMAIUIO VI BOCCTAHOBJIEHUS
ouorpacduueckori kapTuHbl ku3HU Peodana IBaHoBuua YepkacoBa. Ilomumo B3ToroO,
OBLI UCIIOJIB30BAH PETPOCHEKTHUBHBIA MeTOJI, Osarozjaps KOTOPOMY HaM YAQJIOCh PacCMOTPETH
COOBITHSA B UX XPOHOJIOTUUECKOH ITOCIE0BATETLHOCTH.

3. O0cy:kaeHNe U pe3yJIbTaThl

deodan VBanoBuu YepkacoB poxuiica 25 mapra 1886 r. B nocesike Keperb OsoHenkoi
rybepuuun. Ero otriom 6611 MiBan @uiunmosna Yepkacos (1856—1900 IT.), a MaTepbio — [iukepus
CepreeBHa (B neBuuecTBe /[BopHHKOBa) (18571918 1T.). ®eodaH ObLT NATHIM PeOEHKOM B CEMbE
W3 IEeCATU JIETEH.

Heobxonmmo cpasy MOsSICHUTD, YTO CMEPTHOCTDb cpeau Jeredl B Poccuiickoii nMmepun 6pu1a
BBICOKOW U JaJIeKO He KaKAblH peOeHOK IepeKWBaJl JETCKUH BO3PACT, TaK OBLIO M B CEMbE
UepkacoBbix. [TepBoiil cbiH MBana ®uwiunnosuya, AjleKcaHAp, poAUBIINica B 1879 T., IO Bcel
BEPOSITHOCTH, yMep 710 1897 T., TO ecTh 10 Bcepoccuiickoi mepenycu HacesleHusi. Bropoit pebeHOK
— JIoub AHHaA — poauiach B HOs10pe 1881 r., ymepJsia B Bo3pacTte 3 MecArneB. YeTBepThIi pebeHOK,
ceIH @utuim, poausics B Hoss0pe 1885 1., ymep cmycers 6 qHei. BocbMoil pebeHOK, ChIH AJIeKCel,
poamics B Hadase 1890-x IT., a K Beepoccuiickoil mepenmcu ero yxe He Obuto. To ecth Kak
MHUHUMYM 4 ZIeTel U3 10 YMepJIK B PAHHEM BO3pacTe.

B mepuopg IlepBoit Bcepoccuiickoit mepemmcu 1897 1. cembsa ®eodana Oba ydTeHa
CJIeyroIuM 06pa3om:

Cembsa MBana ®uiunnoBuua YepkacoBa, IpoKUBaBIIasg B cOOCTBEHHOM JiBope (BO ZiBope
JKIJIBIX CTPOEHUH — 1, IIOCTPOEHO U KPBITO JIEPEBOM).

Cocras cembu:

- YUepkacoB 1Ba" ®uiunmnoBuY — X035IUH, 41 IO, )K€HAT; KPECTbIHUH U3 roCyZlapCTBEHHBIX;
poAuICs, IPUNKCAH, OOBIKHOBEHHO IPOXKUBAET — 371€Ch; IPABOCIABHBIHN; POTHOMN A3BIK — PYCCKUM;
rpaMOTHBIN, 00yJasics B 1-KJIACCHOM yurutuiiie MUHHUCTEPCTBA HAPOIHOTO MPOCBEIEeHN; TJIABHOE
3aHATHE, KOTOPOE JOCTaBJISIET CPEJICTBA JJIA CYIECTBOBAHUA, — PHIOOTIPOMBIIIEHHUK, XO35UH;
m060YHOE 3aHATHE — pabOYN MTOAEHIITUK.

- UepxkacoBa I'tukepusa CepreeBHa — jKeHa, 40 JIeT; KPeCTbAHKA U3 TOCY/IapPCTBEHHBIX;
ponmnack — ApxaHresbckas TybepHus, Kemckuil yess; npumnrcaHa, OObBIKHOBEHHO MPOKUBAET —
371eCh; TIPABOCIaBHAS; POJHOU A3BIK — PYCCKHI; HETPaMOTHAsI; TJIABHOE 3aHATHE — IIPU MY?KE.

- Yepkacos IlaBes1 IBaHOBUY — CBIH, 14 JIET; KPECThSIHUH U3 TOCY/IaPCTBEHHBIX; IMPUIIHCAH,
OOBIKHOBEHHO IIPOKUBAET — 3/IeCh; IPABOCJIABHBIM; POJHON fA3BIK — PYCCKUM; TI'PAaMOTHBIH,
oOyJasics B IEpKOBHOIIPUXO/ICKOU IITKOJIE; [JIABHOE 3aHATHE — IIPU POJIUTEIIAX.

- YUepkacoB ®eodan ViBaHOBUY — CBIH, 10 JIET; KPECThSIHUH U3 rOCYZaPCTBEHHBIX; IIPUIUCAH,
OOBIKHOBEHHO IIPOJKUBAET — 371eCh; IIPABOCJIABHBIN; POJIHOU A3BIK — PYCCKUI; HErPaMOTHBIN;
[JIABHOE 3aHATHE — IIPU POJIUTEIIAX.
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- YepkacoB Cremnan MBaHOBUY — CBIH, 8 JIeT; KPeCTbAHUH U3 I'OCY/IapCTBEHHBIX; IPUIINCAH,
OOBIKHOBEHHO IIPOKMBAaeT — 3/1eCh; IPABOCJABHBIM; POJHON fA3BIK — DPYCCKHUIN; HErPaMOTHBIN;
IJIaBHOE 3aHATHE — IIPU POJIUTEIIAX.

- YepxacoB Ilerp lBaHOBHMY — cCBbIH, 6 MecsAlleB; KPeCTbIHWH W3 TOCY/lapCTBEHHBIX;
MIPUMNKCAH, 0OBIKHOBEHHO IIPOXKUBAET — 3/1€Ch; IPABOCIABHBIN; POJHOMN A3BIK — PYCCKUI; IJIaBHOE
3aHATHE — [IPU POJUTEAX.

- UYepxkacoBa IlaBna MBaHOBHA — [J04b, 4 TO0Ja; KPECTbsAHKA M3 TOCYJAPCTBEHHBIX;
punvcaHa, OOBIKHOBEHHO IIPOJKUBAET — 371eCh;, MPABOCJIABHASA; POJHOU fA3BIK — PYCCKUM;
pu poauTensax (FAAO. @. 6. Om. 9. 1. 28. JI. 149-150).

CorsiacHO AaHHBIM BCEPOCCHUMCKOTO YUeTa, IJIaBa CEMbU SIBJIAJICA PHIOOIPOMBIIIIIEHHUKOM,
3aKOHUYMBIIIMM OJHOKJIaccHOe HapogHoe yuwiuie cucremMbl MHII. Crapmuii cein [laBen
3aKOHYMJI I[ePKOBHO-IIPUXO/ICKYIO IIKOJy, a Peodan, HecMOTpA Ha 10-JIETHUU BO3PACT, LIKOJLY
elrje He rocemfa.

[IpumepHo B 1909 1. ®eodan xenwicsa Ha Haranum (B apyrux ucrounnkax Hataibs)
Edumosne CaBunoi, 1893 r.p. (HAPK. ®. P-659. Om. 1. /I. 60/979. JI. 181-18106.) YCTaHOBUTD,
6puta s CaBHHA POJCTBEHHUIleW KepeTcKMX KynioB CaBUHBIX, IOKa He IIpeJICTaBJIsAeTCsA
BO3MOXKHBIM. 29 CeHTSA0psA 1912 r. y ®eodana popunach 10ub AHHA, CpelU BOCIPHUEMHUKOB
(Tak 10 PEBOJIIOIMY HA3BIBAJIM KPECTHHIX) BO BpeMs KpeleHus ObUI ero Opar Ban VBaHOBHY
Yepkacos (1902—1969 rT.). OTHAKO 7 AeKaOPs TOTO Ke 1912 T'. AHHA yMepJia OT POAUMIIA.

B nepuop BececorosHoi nepenvicy HaceJeHus 1926 T. B IoMoBiaZieHun N 10 B cejie Kepetb
MIPOKUBAJIU Cpa3y HeCKOJIbKO ceMel UepkacoBsix: UepkacoB Peodan c :xeHol, Uepkacos [lases ¢
JKEHOW U TAThIO JAeThbMH, a Takke YepkacoB IBan. Bce Tpoe UYepkacoBweIX Biajenu
JIOMOBJIQJICHIEM Ha IIpaBax xo3sdeB. B joMe M1 Q deysioBeK OBLIO HACTOJIBKO TECHO, YTO
npoxkuBanu YepkacoBbl gake Ha kKyxHe (HAPK. ®@. P-659. Om. 1. /I. 60/979. JI. 128-12806.,
155-15500., 181-181006.).

B nome ®eodan UYepkacoB U ero keHa 3aHUMaIM OJIHYy KOMHATy. IJIaBHBIM 3aHATHEM
®eodana 6p110 pr160s10BCcTBO. HU ®eodan, nu Ban, Hu [1aBen 3emun B cesie KepeTb He umenu.
Taxke He MMesa 3eMJI U 4YeTBepTass ceMbsi UepkacoBbix — cembsi CemeHa YepkacoBa (HAPK.
®. P-659. Om. 1. 1. 60/979. JI. 128-12806., 155-15500., 181-18100., 195-19500.).

O panbHelmeln cynpbe ®eodana Mbl y3HaeM U3 yroyioBHoro jena N2 I1-10507. B Hauase
ITepBoit MupoBoii BoitHbl ®eodan ObLI NpU3BaH HA (PPOHT U yKe B 1914 T. IO B IJIEH, 10 Beel
BEPOATHOCTU, BO BpeMs pa3rpoma 2-i pycckoil apmuu reHepaia Camconosa. /1o 1918 r. ®eodan
HaXOJIWJICA B IUIEHY HA TePPUTOPUH ABCTpHH. JIOKyMEHTHI O €T0 CJIy:kKOe B apMUU BO BPEMS BOMHBI
Hal/IeHbl HAMU He OBbUIH, JJa’Ke TI0JIKA YCTAHOBUTH HE YIaJIOCh.

C 1918 1. mo 1933 1. Peodan MBaHOBMY 3aHUMAJICS PHIOHOU JIOBJIEN U ITPOKUBAJI C JKEHOH B
cenie Keperb. [lereii y Hux Oosbilie He Obwto. UTO Kacaercsi obpaszoBaHwusA, To PeodaH Tak u
ocraBaJsicsi HerpaMoTHBIM. [TocsienHUM MecToM paboThI 710 apecta B 1933 T. 6611 Keperckuii 3aBojy
N2 42, 10KHOCTH — YepHOPAOOUUH.

B rpade «cocraB cempu» OBLIO yKazaHO: «keHa YepkacoBa HaTasbs, 42 rojia, KpecTbsHKa,
3aHUMaeTcs pPBIOHOU JIOBJel». B coBeTckoe Bpems ObLJIO He IIPUHATO YKa3bIBaTh KEH
«1Ipu My»ke». K coxkajieHH10, JaHHBIX O IpaMOTHOCTH cynpyru ®eodaHa B apxXuBHOM jiesie He
OBLIO.

Utak, 3a JIeHb /10 CBOETO 47-TO JHA POXKAEHWsA, 24 Mapra 1933 r., ®.M. YepkacoB ObLI
apectoBaH cotpyaHukamu I'TIY (I'staBHoro mosiutynpasisienus) Kapenbckoit ACCP u o6BUHEH B
TOM, UTO «SABJISJIC AKTUBHBIM YYACTHUKOM KOHTPPEBOJIIOIIMOHHOW TPYNIbI, 3aHUMAJCA
QHTUCOBETCKON aruTanueid B KOJIX03€e», T.e. B COBEPIIEHUU IPECTyIJIEHUsA, IPeSyCMOTPEHHOTO
cT. 58-10 YK PCOCP.

C momeHTa apecra ®@.1. Uepkacos cogepkaica noa crpaxkeii B Kapisarepe I'TTY «ITetymikum»
(Tak B Tekcre), ”HGOPMAIMK O KOTOPOM TaK:Ke He OOHaPY»KeHO.

ITo mocranoBiaenuro Tpoiiku IIIT OT'TIY B JIBO ot 10 ampens 1933 roga ®.M. YepkacoBy
ObLIa Ha3HAUEHA Mepa HaKa3aHUsA — 3aKJII0UeHUe B UCIIPABUTEILHO-TPYAOBOH Jlarepb CPOKOM Ha
3 roza.

Haxazanue ®.11. YepkacoB orObiBasl B Besmomopo-Bantuiickom ucnpaBUTEHHO-TPYIOBOM
sarepe. Hy>KHO IOSICHUTB, UTO 3TOT JiIarepb ObLI OCHOBAH B 1931 I. Ha 6a3e CoJI0BELKOTO Jareps
0cob0Oro HaszHaueHWUsA. B ero OCHOBHYIO 3a7jadyy BXOJWJIH CTPOUTEILCTBO W OOCIy:KHUBaHUE
Benomopo-banTuiickoro kaHajia — BHYTPEHHETO BOJHOTO IIyTH, coeAuHsAIero bemoe mope c
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OnexxckuM ozepoM. Peodan VBaHOBHY momaj B Jlarephb yKe K 3aBEPIIEHUI0 CTPOUTEIHCTBA
KaHaJIa, KaK U3BECTHO, KaHaJI ObLI OTKPHIT 30 UIOHA 1933 T. OTO CTPOUTEIHCTBO OCYIIECTBIISIIOCH
TPYZIOM 3aKJIIOYEHHBIX C T[PHUBJI€YEHHEM MUHUMAJIbHBIX CTPOUTEJIBHBIX CPEACTB H C
IpeBaJIMPOBAHUEM PYYHOTO TPYZa, BBUJIy Uero CMEPTHOCTh Ha KaHase Oblia BhIcOKa. CorsiacHO
oduIMaTFHBIM JaHHBIM, BO BpPeMs CTPOUTEJIbCTBA KaHasia B benbasr/lare ymepso B 1931 T.
1438 3aKJIIOYEHHBIX (2,24 % OT umWciaa paboTaBmIMX), B 1932 T. — 2010 dYeynoBek (2,03 %),
B 1933 roqry — 8870 3akiaoueHHbIX (10,56 %) u3-3a rosioga B CCCP u aBpasia mmepej 3aBepIIeHHeEM
CTPOUTENIBCTBA. B siHBape 1933 T. BBIACHUWIOCH, YTO YYACTOK MEXK/Y CeIbMBIM H BOCBMBIM ITUTIO3aMH
Bestomopkanaia abCOTIOTHO He TOTOB, XOTs Ha Oymare pabOThI ObLTN BBITIOJIHEHBI. 32 YEThIPe MecsAIa
CTPOUTEISIM HY:KHO OBUIO ITPOPYOUTH B CIUIOIIHOU CKasie 6,5 KHJIOMETPOB. 30 ThIC. 3aKJIIOUEHHBIX
paboTayii B TpU CMEHBI U CIAJTK Ha y4JacTKe y KOcTpoB. Iloomenke pykoBoauresisa Kapesabckoro
obrectBa «Memopuasi» Opust JIMuTpreBa, BO BpeMsi «IITypMa», Kak Ha3Bad Te pabOThI, OTHOIH
oT 8 /10 10 ThIcsTY cTpouTesied. Ha 3aMeHy yMUpPAIONIUM ITOCTYIIaTH HOBBIE 3aK/IIOUEHHBIE, B TAKYIO
3aKJIIOUUTETBHYIO BOJHY U monay ®eodan MBaHOBHY — B caMblil UK rojofa u Hepasbepuxu. Emy
I0BE3JI0, YTO OH IIOTIAJI B JIAT€Ph B CEPEIMHE BECHBI, 2 HE 3UMOM. /la U K 3TOMY BPEMEHH €T0 3/I0POBbE
emle He ObUIO TosOpBaHO. Ilocile 3aBepleHUs CTPOUTENHCTBA KaHAJa MHOTHM 3aKJIFOYEHHBIM
COKpaTIWJIN CpOKHM 3awiodyeHus. [IpopaboraB Ha 3aBepIIEHHH CTPOUTEIBCTBA, a IIOTOM HA
SKCIUTyaTallii KaHaia, 1Mo AaHHbIM MHbopmanuonHoro nentpa MBJ] no PecmyGmuke Kapesus,
4 nrons 1935 roga ©.1. YepkacoB u3-1107] CTPayKU ObLT OCBOOOKIEH IOCPOYHO.

Puc. 1. 3axioyeHHble HA CTPOUTETLCTBE besomopo-bantuiickoro kanana (Hadaao 1930-X IT.).
MeBe:KberopCKU palOHHBIN My3el

[To B3akJIOYEHHIO, YTBEPKAEHHOMY HpoKypopoMm Pecmybmuku Kapemuss 30 gexabps
1993 rojzia, Yepkacos ®eodan MBaHOBHUY 110 TAHHOMY JieJTy ObLT peaOUIMTHPOBAH.

KonkperHoii mpuuunsl, mouemy ®eodan MBanosuu moman B I'YJIAT, B neie He ObLIO
obHapyxeHo. OffHaKo B Hayasje 1990-X IT. B ceMbe ObUIa ycTHasA WHGOpMAIUsA, YTO I7ie-TO B
pasroBope ®eodaH OMpOMETYMBO CKa3al, YTO «HET HUKAKOM pa3HUIbI, UTO MBI IIpU Lape
paboTasu, 4TO Mpu KOMMYyHHCTax». CauTaeTcs, 4To 5Ta ppasa u ctajia OCHOBAaHUEM JUJIS JIOHOCA.

26 sHBapa 1938 r. ®eodan O6bUI BHOBb apecTOBAH, B 5TO BpeMs B CTPaHE IPOUCXOIUIIN
MOJINTUYECKUE pelpeccuy. B HOBOM YTOJIOBHOM Jiejie B CBeJEHHUAX O HeM TOBOPHUTCS, UTO OH
rpaxkmanuHd  CCCP, U3  KpeCTbhsIH-CEPEAHSKOB, PBIOOJIOB-KOJIXO3HUK, MAaJIOTPAMOTHBIH,
OecnapTHHHBIH, KEHAT, OCYKAEHHBINA B 1933 TOy 110 cT. 58-10 YK K 2 rozjam, HakazaHue OTObLI.
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CorsiacHo manubM Jiesia N@ I1-7600 ApxuBa YOCB no Pecriyb6iuke Kapesnus, ®eodan 6bL1
OOBUHEH B TOM, UTO «SBJISJICA YUACTHUKOM KOHTPPEBOJIIONMOHHON ITOBCTAHYECKOH OPraHU3aIUH,
IIPUCYTCTBOBAJI HA HeJIETAJIBbHBIX COOPHINAX, 3aHUMAJICA BPEIUTEIBCTBOM», T.€. B COBEPIIEHUU
IpecTynJeHusd, IpeAyCMOTPEHHOTO CT. 58-2, 58-7, 58-10, 58-11 YK PCOCP.

C momeHTa apecta Yepkacos @.U. comepxacs moj; crpaxkeid B JIoyxckoM apaioMe (apecTHBIN
JIOM — TaK B TEKCTE).

ITo mocranoBienuto Tpoiiku HKBJI KACCP ot 1 deBpansa 1938 roga @.11. YepkacoBy ObL1a
Ha3HAa4eHa BBICIIAs Mepa HaKa3aHUA — PaCCTpes, KOTopas IpuBeZieHa B UclosiHeHue 8 dpeBpaia
1938 rozia B okpectHOCTX T. I[leTposaBojacka.

ITo onpepenenuo Boennoro TpubyHasa CeBEpHOTO BOEHHOTO OKpyTa OT 31 uiojid 1958 roxa
nocranoBsienne Tporiku HKB/I KACCP ot 1 deBpansa 1938 rosa B otHomenun ®.1. YepkacoBa u
JleJIO Ha Hero IIpeKpallleHbl 3a OTCYTCTBHEM COCTaBa IIPeCTyIUIeHU .

UYepxkacos Peodan VIBaHOBUY U IO 3TOMY /ieJTy ObLIT peabUIUTHPOBAH.

Hackoibko OBICTPO IIesT «Cy/IeOHBIA IPOIECC», CBUAETEBCTBYET TO, UTO apPECTOBAHHOTO
Jlaxke He ycnenu cortorpadupoBars. B apxuBHbIX fiesiax ero ¢oTtorpaduii He 0OHAPYKEHO.

B nepuop mosutHueckux penpeccuii B cesie KepeTs, 10 HEMOJTHBIM JJaHHBIM, ObLT apeCTOBaH
51 4esIoBeK, U3 HUX 38 paccrpesnsaHbl. Bce oHU B HacTosIiee BpeMs peabMINTHPOBAHBL. MOXKHO
Tak)ke OTMEeTUTh, UTO U3 IMOPOJHUBLINXCA ¢ UepkacoBbIMH (aMMIWINN, MOCTPAZABIINX B 1937—
1938 rT., B ceste KepeTs ObLIH:

1. CaBunbl. B 1912 r. Ha BeHuanun ®eodana YepkacoBa MOPyUUTETEM CO CTOPOHBI HEBECTHI
61 Bapstaam CaBuH, /iBa ero cbiHa, Muxawn u fIkoB, ObLIN penpeccupoBaHbl, TpuyeM fIKoB ObLI
paccrpeJisiH, a Muxawit ObL1 ocy»k/ieH Ha 10 yiet UTJI;

2. MenspimukoBsl. Erop ITaBioBuu MeHBITUKOB, 1905 T.p., ObLI apecToBaH B 1937 T., B 1938 T.
OCY>KZIeH Ha 10 JIeT, yMep B Jlarepe B 1942 T.;

3. CMmosbkoBbl. Tpoe CMOJIBKOBBIX OBLIO PACCTPENIAHO;

4. lllenrauessl. Hukosait HukugopoBud 1902 r.p. 66111 paccTpesisH B 1937 T.

4. 3axoueHue

®eodan MiBanoBuu Yepkacos (1886—1938 IT.) — yesI0BEK C OJTHOM U3 HanboIee TParnuecKux
cyned B poxy UepkacoBbix (Keperckux). B Bo3pacre 28 sier oH ObLT IPHU3BaH B JIEHCTBYIOIIYIO
apmuio Poccuiickoiti mmnepuu B nepuojsi IlepBoit MupoBoil BoiiHBL. Iloman B 1meH, ObLI
O0CBOOOJK/IEH M3 IVIEHA B CBS3U C OKOHUYAaHHWEM MHUPOBOTO KOH(QIMKTa B 1918 r. BepHyscsa yxke B
coBeTckylo Poccuro. B mepmon rosomomopa 1933 T. ObLT 1O carbCcuPUIIPOBAHHOMY JIEITY
ocyxxzeH u otmpasiieH B ['YJIAI' Ha crpoutenbcTBo besromopkanana. [Tocie oTObITHSA HaKa3aHUS
BEPHYJICS JIOMOH, HO BCKOPE B 1938 T. ObLJI BHOBB 1O chaTbCUPUITIPOBAHHOMY JIEJTy apECTOBAH U
y’Ke paccTpesisiH. B MoMmeHT pacerpesia emy ObLI BCero 51 TO/,.

JIutreparypa

Jlmunbiii apxuB — JInunbiid apxuB A.A. Uepkacosa.

I'AAO - T'ocynapcTBeHHBINM apXUB ApXaHTeJIbCKOU 00J1aCTHU.

HAPK — Hannonasnbubiil apxuB Peciy6uku Kapesnus.

Uepkacos, 2013 — Yepkacos A.A. VI3 uctopum poccuiicko ceBepHou JiepeBHU: Kepets //
Pycckas cmapuHa. 2013. N2 1(7). C. 15-35.

Cherkasov, 2021 — Cherkasov A.A. Cherkasovs (Keretskys): Pavel Ivanovich Cherkasov
(1938—2010) // Gardarika. 2021. 8(1): 23-35.
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NARK - Natsional'nyi arkhiv Respubliki Kareliya [National archive of the Republic of
Karelia].

Yepracossl (Keperckue): ®eodan UBanosuu Yepkacos (1886-1938 rr.)
Anexkcannp ApBesnoyioBud Yepkacos 2P "

aYepxkac r1006anbHbIM yHIBepcuTeT (MeKayHapOoaHbIN ceTeBOH HeHTP GyH/IaMEeHTAIBHBIX 1
MIPUKJIJIHBIX UccaeqoBaHui), Bammuarron, CIIIA
b AMepuKaHCKas UCTOpUUYecKas accoruarus, Bamunarron, CIITA

AnHoTanuA. B pabore yzesneHo BHIMaHNe OJJHOMY U3 IIpe/icTaBUTesel poaa YepKacoBbhIX
u3 Keperu, yuactHuky IlepBoii MUpPOBOII BOUHBI, KepTBe MHOJUTHUYeCKUX pernpeccuit ®eodany
VBanosuuy UYepkacoBy (1886—1938 rr.). Jta paboTta — meppasi MOMBITKA 000OIIUTH UMEIOITUECS
CBE/IEHUS ¥ HAIIUCATh [TePBYI0 OHOrpadUio STOroO YeloBeKa.

B kauecTBe HCTOYHHUKOB OBUIH HCIIOJIB30BAHBI JOKYMEHTHI TOCY/IADCTBEHHOTO apXUBa
Apxanrenbckolt obsactu (ApxaHresnbck, Poccuiickas ®eneparus). IIpuBiedeHbl ObUTH TaKiKe
nokyMmeHThI apxuBa YOCB no Pecriyoiuke Kapenus (ITerposaBojick, Poceuiickass @enepanis).

B meTosonornueckoM miaHe B paboTe IMIUPOKO IPHUMEHEH OMHCATETbHBIA METO/I, KOTOPBII
MIO3BOJIMJI PACCMOTPETh TPECTaBJIEHHYI0 (parMeHTapHO WHGOPMAIUIO JIJIsI BOCCTAHOBJIEHUSA
o6morpaduueckoii kaptuubl ku3HuU Peodana IBanoBmua Yepkacoa. Ilomumo 3TOrO, OBLI
HCIIOJIb30BaH PETPOCIEKTHUBHBIA METO/I, 6y1arofaps KOTOPOMY HaM YZaJI0Ch PACCMOTPETH COOBITHSA
B UX XPOHOJIOTUYECKOH IOCIe0BATETLHOCTH.

B szaximouenuu aBTOp orMeuaer, uro ®eodan VpanoBmu YepkacoB (1886-1938 rr.) —
YyeJIOBEK C OJTHOU U3 Hambosiee Tparuueckux cyzied B poay Uepkacosbsix (Keperckux). B Bo3pacre
28 seT oH OBLI NpU3BaH B JeHcCTByIOLIyl0 apMuio Poccuiickodl mmnepuu B mnepuoy, IlepBoit
MHPOBOH BOUHBL [Toman B mieH, ObLT OCBOOOXK/IEH M3 HETO B CBA3H C OKOHYAHHEM MHUPOBOTO
koHMKTa B 1918 T. BepHysica yke B coBeTckyio Poccuro. B nmepuoy rosiogomopa 1933 r. 6611 1O
chanbcuPUIMPOBAHHOMY Jielly OCyKJAeH U otnpasieH B [YJIAI' Ha CTpPOUTEJIBCTBO
Besnomopxkanasa. ITocsie oTOBITHSA HaKa3aHUSA BEPHYJICA JJOMOU, HO BCKOPE B 1938 T. ObLJI BHOBB I10
chanbcuPuIpoBaHHOMY JIeJTy apeCTOBAaH U Y2Ke paccTpesisH. B MoMeHT paccrpesnia eMy ObLT BCEro
51 TOJ.

KiaroueBbie cioBa: @eodan IMBanoBuu UYepkacoB, 1886-1938 r1r., YepkacoBbl
(Keperckue), yaacTHUK [IepBOIi MUPOBOI BOMHBI, IIOJIUTHYECKHE PEIIpeccui, brnorpadus.
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Abstract

This article focuses on the first democratic regime in Niger after the advent of multiparty
system in 1990. The study will concern the direct and indirect causes that led to the failure of the
democratization process. Niger experienced in 1991 a National Sovereign Conference which ended
the one-party system by establishing a multi-party democratic system under a semi-presidential
regime. In 1993, the CDS Rahama party with the support of the AFC won the first presidential and
legislative elections marking the beginning of the 3rd Republic. Unfortunately, in 1994,
an unexpected turning marked the beginning of an intricate regime. The AFC will lose his major
ally and the parliamentary majority at the same time. This event led to a political cohabitation in
Niger. Thus, clashes between the presidential clan and the opposition, took more and more
magnitude until the normal functioning of government was almost impossible. The regime of the
3rd Republic will be interrupted in 1996 by a military coup. The problematic of this article will
focus on three aspects, namely, the conditions under which the AFC coalition was born, how did
the regime of the 3rd Republic end up in a political cohabitation? And the democratic challenges
that followed. These three aspects will allow us to understand how democracy, which foresaw
situations like what happened in Niger in 1995 and whose institutions were supposed to facilitate
the settlement of this type of crisis, failed.

Keywords: cohabitation, democracy, elections, military coup, multiparty, political
opposition.

1. Introduction

In 1960 with independences, the Republic of Niger and many other African states opted for
one-party system to ensure social cohesion by gathering people under the same ideology. Fourteen
years later, a military coup put an end to the single party by establishing a military regime. In 1987,
after the death of President Kountché, his chief of staff Ali Saibou took the power. He will then
create the National Movement for the Society of Development (MNSD) party and will become the
President of the 2nd Republic during a non-competitive election in 1989 under a new constitution.
However, “in 1990, the president allowed political pluralism and announced the holding a National
Consultative Conference on possible constitutional reforms” (Perspective Monde). This
achievement was possible in 1991 thanks to the participation of important personalities and
representatives of the people in a framework of national discussion with the aim to reorganize the
basic pillars of the state. At the end, a transitional government was put together to compile and
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study the results of the conference in order to draft a new constitution that would define the new
institutions and the relationship between the ruled and the rulers. “The advent of democracy in
Niger took place in a few years, the country moving from a one-party regime to a democratic
political system which allowed nigeriens to freely elect their President of the Republic and their
representatives to the National Assembly” (Boko, 2018). In 1992, the new constitution was adopted
by referendum and elections took place between February and March 1993. It was the first
competitive elections in Niger since independence. The new political parties born with the advent
of multiparty politics in 1990 alongside the MNSD old single party began to organize themselves
for the conquest of power. The various parties that have participated in the election were the CDS,
MNSD, PNDS, UPDP, PPN-RDA, PSDN, and UDFP.

2. The Setting up of the AFC Coalition

“In the early 1990s, many African countries also experienced the emergence of a popular
claim for more democracy. And these movements were accompanied by a striking renewal of
political discourse, mainly in through the appearance of a free, critical and virulent press” (Frere
Marie-Soleil, 1999). In Niger with the advent of democracy, a new electoral code was established
and the constituencies were prepared for the first democratic election. Niger's electoral system was
designed through the study of popular participation and partisan diversity. In its context of
multipolarity where no political party can hold a substantial majority individually, Niger adopted a
two round electoral system, which requires the political parties to form alliances in order to win the
election. Thereby, on February 14, 1993, Nigeriens voted during the legislative elections.

It is through the results of these elections that the first political coalition took shape. In fact,
the MNSD, majoritarian, won 29 seats out of 83 distributed among 8 participating parties. Thus,
having noted “the electoral breakthrough of the MNSD-Nassara from the old party-state. It is to
‘block the way’ at the MNSD that certain leaders of political parties signed an agreement,
the Alliance Forces for Change (AFC) which is a common front of struggle on the basis of a
common platform. The primary objective is to constitute a majority parliamentary group. Indeed,
the addition of the seats obtained by the parties composing the alliance gave the AFC the majority
in the National Assembly. The AFC made the word ‘change’ his workhorse but the contours of it are
not clear” (Dodo, 1995). It is clear that a break with the old system and the people who participated
in it, strongly motivated the establishment of this alliance. The MNSD against who it was necessary
to oppose, represented a generation whose ideologies were considered as those of a bygone era.
The AFC was a way for political leaders to ensure not only an overwhelming victory but also to
express their will and commitment for a change that will promote a better democracy. The AFC is a
pre-electoral coalition which was formed following the legislative elections. The electoral system of
Niger being majoritarian in two rounds, the political parties decide to ally with each other generally
after having knowledge the number of seats obtained individually during the elections of the
members of parliament. Generally, “a pre-electoral coalition exists when multiple parties choose to
co-ordinate their electoral strategies rather than run for office alone. This co-ordination can take
many forms. For example, party leaders may announce to the electorate that they plan to form a
government together if successful at the polls or they may simply agree to run under a single name
with joint lists or nomination agreements” (Golder, 2006).

During the transitional period followed by the elections, the political discourse underwent a
considerable evolution marked by a dynamic of denunciation and positioning. The new leaders of
the political parties, aware of the challenges and the new popular preferences, engaged themselves
in strategic propaganda and manly campaigns called for change. A political change certainly,
but also a change of mentality, because it was now necessary to hold a discourse promoting popular
rallying in order to benefit of people’s sympathy by trying to show how important the matter of
general political preferences are. The promotion of a new ideologies that believe in the
establishment of a legitimate government for a society where freedom will be guaranteed on the
basis of the rule of law, should influence the questioning of misinformation and the authoritarian
form of the old system which must be fought at all cost. In this dynamic, “everyone wants to keep
their new discourse which would distance them from a troubled past or justify their failures.
Everyone wants to take the people as witness on his mutations and his new tinsel” (Frere Marie-
Soleil, 1999).

The AFC was a form of shield against a certain return to the old regime. It was “organized
around the notion of change [...] this idea is concentrated in the word tchendji, which means
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‘change’ in Hausa, the main vernacular, and will become the watchword of the party of the future
president Mahamane Ousmane” (Frere Marie-Soleil, 1999). During the parliamentary election,
CDS won 22 seats behind MNSD, making its candidate the main opponent and a potential leader
for a front against the former single party. Thus, the various other political parties decided to join
forces around Mahamane Ousmane, candidate of CDS-Rahama in order to win the Presidential
election. The main members of the Alliance Forces for Change are the Niger Party for Democracy
and Socialism (PNDS-Tarayya) led by intellectuals (academics, senior officials) and trade unionists,
from the Niger Alliance for Democracy and progress (ANDP-Zaman Lahiya) and some small
formations with regionalist coloring (Grégoire, 1995). The eight parties that composed the coalition
accounted 54 seats out of 83 in the National Assembly. This overwhelming majority was the first
step towards political renewal. The second stage consisted of running individually in the first round
of the presidential election, then joining the candidate who will obtain more votes for the second
round. Thus, “On the 27th the first round of the presidential election took place, the last stage in
the democratic process set up by the National Conference which met from August to November
1991. Mamadou Tandja, representative of the former regime, the MNSD president leads with
34.22 % of the vote, and Mahamane Ousmane, representative of the reformist left, head of the
Democratic and Social Convention, who is a member of the AFC, in second place with 26.59 %.
The second round, which is to designate the successor to Ali Saibou, interim president appointed
by the National Conference, must take place on March 20” (Niger. Victoire de 1'opposition...).

The first round of the presidential elections, despite popular satisfaction, was not without
contestation. The Supreme Court had been seized twice to settle disputes between the MNSD and
the AFC coalition. In fact, after the first round of presidential election, the AFC members had
decided to campaign together for the CDS candidate. MNSD was opposed to that decision, citing its
irregularity regarding to what the electoral code says. The Supreme Court ruled in favor of the
MNSD, but that did not prevent AFC members from campaigning under the colors of the CDS.
The Supreme Court will be seized a second time concerning the distribution of the posts of Prime
Minister and President of the National Assembly in the case the AFC wins the election. The court
was seized for violation of article 138 of the electoral code which indicates that “anyone who,
by donations or gifts in money or in kind, by promises of employment from the State, its branches
or public enterprises, made in order to influence the vote of one or more voters, will have obtained
or attempted to obtain their suffrage either directly or through a third party, whoever, by the same
means has determined or attempted to determine one or more of them to abstain, will be punished
by one to five years imprisonment and a fine of fifty thousand to five hundred thousand francs”.
However, the court ruled after the second round of the presidential election by rejecting the
MNSD's request (Dodo, 1995).

Despite the tension between the political parties, the second round of the presidential elections
took place on March 20, 1993 between the CDS and the MNSD. Indeed, it wasn’t a surprise that
“Mahamane Ousmane, candidate of the Democratic and Social Convention supported by the AFC,
received 54.4 % of the vote” (Perspective Mond). Thus, he became the First President of Niger, elected
in a multi-party election. The first political coalition in Niger, AFC was a strategic alliance of antagonists
with a common adversary. It was undoubtedly decisive in the victory of CDS.

3. The End of the AFC Coalition and the First Political Cohabitation

After the overwhelming victory of the CDS supported by the AFC, the government of the
3rd Republic was formed. Constitutionally, Niger adopted a semi-presidential regime, which means
that the executive branch is bicephalous. The separation of powers being rigid, a parliamentarian is
elected President of the National Assembly by proposal of the majority. Thus, Mahamadou
Issoufou leader of the PNDS will be appointed as Prime Minister and Moumouni Adamou
Djermakoye leader of the ANDP will be elected President of the National Assembly.

Very quickly, the government of the 3rd republic started to face intense internal crises. Those
crises unfortunately led to the rupture of the relation between the CDS and the PNSD.
The breakdown in relations within the government coalition can be explained by certain elements.
Indeed, the first point is that the regime of the 3rd republic rested on a coalition between several
parties. This coalition was necessary because no party was able to secure a substantial majority
individually and the electoral system of Niger being designed with regard to this aspect, the co-
management of power was necessary. Also, the coalition was based on the distribution of political
positions between members which was obviously not going to be without consequence (Gazibo,
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2005). The analysis of these elements reveals weak bases not really capable to hold up after crises.
Indeed, “the parties of the coalition, Alliance Forces for Change (AFC) which won the 1993
presidential and legislative elections, was shattered at the beginning of October 1994, with the
resignation of Prime Minister Mahamadou Issoufou. This decision came after the promulgation of
a presidential decree which removed most of its constitutional prerogatives by attaching in
particular to the Presidency the Central Commission for Markets responsible for awarding state
contracts. It also had deeper causes which, on the one hand, related to the economic management of
the country and the measures to be taken to ensure its recovery and on the other hand, the concerns of
supporters of the Prime Minister who denounced the stranglehold of the CDS-Rahama, party of
President Mahamane Ousmane, on the state apparatus and the ‘business’ of some of its leaders”
(Grégoire, 1995).

For Gazibo (Gazibo, 2005) “the fracture became inevitable when President Ousmane opened
a head-on war with his Prime Minister Issoufou by first presenting him through his political friends
as the person responsible for the errors of the alliance. He hoped to weaken it and then get rid of it,
despite their pre-election agreement. In a second step, he decided to limit his powers by attaching
to his cabinet important state services which until then depended on the Prime Minister, such as
the State Inspectorate, the judicial police in economic and customs matters and tax or the Central
Markets Commission. The connection between these services, the business community and the
tremendous source of ‘clientelist’ rebate and redistribution that they represented is thus evident.
Indeed, their control meant that of the award of contracts, the exercise of sanctions or the stifling
of business. This provocation with obvious patrimonial underpants was one too many:
on September 24, 1994, the crisis resulted in the resignation of the Prime Minister, followed by
those of the ministers from his party. This rupture of alliance followed by a political re-composition
opened a period of turbulent relations between the executive power and the legislative power...”

The President, in an attempt to redress the situation, proposed to the MNSD the formation of
a government of national unity, “apparently, the President thought that by divorcing Issoufou,
he could reconstitute a new majority with the MNSD or a faction of the MNSD. In a sense,
the MNSD deceived the President because he had always said that he could not collaborate with the
latter on the pretext that he had not broken with the PNDS. When the PNDS left him, he contacted
the MNSD to form a new alliance, the latter refused to ally himself with his enemy yesterday, the
PNDS. It was a surprising alliance because the whole "progressive" history of the PNDS, from
student radicalism to the creation of the party, was built on acerbic criticism and a struggle against
the MNSD oligarchy. An alliance with this party was, so to speak, the last thing we could expect”
(Ibrahim, 1999). Therefore, the President operated a government reshuffle to strengthen its
relations with parties that have remained loyal to the coalition. The departure of the PNDS on the
other hand was not without consequence for the coalition and the regime. It was a heavy blow
because the AFC had just loose an imposing ally, but things became worrying when the PNDS
joined the MNSD in the opposition carrying the seats that had conferred the parliamentarian
majority to the AFC. The President worried by the political cohabitation was not considering such
situation. He then had no other choice but to dissolve the National Assembly on October 17, 1994
and call for new legislative elections. The aim was to reverse the situation by the popular vote to be
held on December 31, 1994 (Grégoire, 1995). The dissolution of the National Assembly by the
President will be subjected to numerous criticisms both in the country and abroad. It was clear that
this decision was not going to improve the situation. The upcoming challenge was going to be
significant, the opposition resolved to put an end to the power of the President designated as
haemogenic, was ready to do everything to keep this new majority that is said to be ‘born against
nature’. Meanwhile, the President, confident that returning to the polls is the best solution to
regain the upper hand, embarked on this path with the support of what remained of the AFC.

The election was originally scheduled for December 31, 1994, between the two blocs; the AFC
on the one hand regrouping the CDS-Rahama and the ANDP Zaman Lahiya to which were joined
small parties in particular the UDPS-Amana the PSDN-Alheri and the PUND-Salama and the
opposition composed of the MNSD and its new ally PNDS-Tarayya supported by UDFP-Sawaba,
UPDP-Chamoua and PPN-RDA. “Despite all the ups and downs that punctuated the organization
of these early legislative elections, they finally took place on January 12, 1995 in satisfactory
conditions of regularity and under the watchful eye international and national observers and
human rights associations such as the Niger Human Rights Association (ANDDH) and the
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Democracy, Freedom, Development (DLD) association. The fraud recorded here and there does not
call into question the verdict of the ballot boxes (Grégoire, 1995). Unfortunately, the “bet was lost
since the legislative elections [...] saw the defeat of the parties of the presidential movement.
The president, after many delaying tactics, was forced to appoint as Prime Minister Hama Amadou
from MNSD and having the active support of the PNDS, Niger was forced to live for an experience,
rare in Africa, of French coexistence (Grégoire, 1996).

After the defeat of the AFC, the CDS regime was then forced to share the power with the
opposition. This is how Niger experienced an exceptional situation which is called political
cohabitation. The political cohabitation is a configuration specific to the semi-presidential regime.
We observe this situation when a President elected by universal suffrage fails to obtain a
parliamentary majority, or in the case of Niger, lose the majority after early legislative elections.
“The origin of the term “cohabitation” is from “cohabit” as a political term since the year 1986.
It was used for the first time when Franswa Metearan was obliged to appoint Jack Sherack as a
prime minister (1986-1988) in spite of both being from opposite parties, the first is socialist and
the latter is rightist. Practically, “cohabitation” is represented in Metearan Cohabiting Ladward
Baladour (1993-1995), and Sherack cohabiting with the socialist Lionel Jospin” (Al-Safaar, 2015).
Niger has inherited the French political system after the decolonization, but did not have as much
experience as France in democracy. The cohabitation of 1995 was a new event in the country and
the whole sub-region. The institutional and political challenges that the government was going to
face will be determinant for its survival. Since cohabitation is not inevitable, it is also foreseen in a
democratic system with a semi-presidential regime. The President, forced to share power with a
Prime Minister from the opposition, and deal with a President of the National Assembly hostile to
him, the survival of the regime will then depend on the degree of collaboration and commitment
between the two parties. It is in such a situation that one can discern the true intentions of
politicians. The challenge will be important, of course, but when we analyze the status of members
of the government, their commitment to the people must come before political quarrels. Thus,
efforts should be made so that co-management is done in political stability, with the respect of the
prerogatives recognized to each party, but above all in the unique interest of the Nigerien people
and democracy cherished by each party.

4. Cohabitation Challenges and Failure of Democracy

The year 1995 began in an atmosphere of hostility within the government of the 3rd republic.
Two years after the advent of the first democratic regime in Niger, a political cohabitation between
the presidential mouvance and the opposition had complicated the task by imposing new
challenges. Indeed, the first challenge was the sharing of power the executive apparatus between
the President of the Republic Mamane Ousmane and the Prime Minister Hama Amadou. Secondly,
the AFC, minoritarian in the National Assembly, will have to try somehow to pass laws despite the
hostility between President Ousmane and the President of the Assembly Mahamadou Issoufou.

Hama Amadou, the new Prime Minister of the cohabitation, reaffirmed his attachment to the
principles of pluralist democracy and democratic alternation by constituting a government made
up of 16 members belonging to the opposition party. However, the absence of members from the
presidential mouvance according to him was certainly not a form of ‘witch hunt’. This cohabitation
is comparable to what France experienced in 1986 and 1993 that have not been without
consequences. The day after the early elections the president created by presidential decree a post
of General Secretary of the Council of Ministers and fixed the attributes of the holder of this post
appointed by the President. The opposition was opposed this decree which the called to be a
maneuver to dispossess the Prime Minister of his prerogatives. The Supreme Court seized for this
purpose ruled in favor of the opposition. Refusing a ceremonial role, on April 6, President
Ousmane refused to preside the Council of Ministers. The Prime Minister, denounced this refusal,
which he qualified as an irresponsible act likely to make the functioning of the state institutions
impossible. Things took a turn when the president wanted to impose on the Council of Ministers of
April 20 a personal agenda. In the light of all these events, the AFC deputies decided to boycott the
work of the National Assembly until the Prime Minister answered their concerns about his policies
(Grégoire, 1995).

All eyes were then turned to the government of cohabitation. The behavior of the politicians
was clearly not going to facilitate the functioning of the institutions of the State. Indeed, “we then
remember the ‘strikes’ of the President of the Republic to preside over the councils of ministers,
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thus demonstrating his refusal to endorse the decisions and points entirely transmitted by the
Prime Minister's Office. This was the time when the Prime Minister Hama Amadou having
administration and the public force dislodged manu militari the Directors General and other
responsible of obedience from AFC. It was the time, when Hassoumi Massaoudou (still him) did
not miss any occasion to charge the President... It was the time when the President of the National
Assembly, Mahamadou Issoufou qualified and compared presidential activity to that of Sisyphus,
this hero of Greek mythology who spent all his life doing useless work. This management of state
affairs which the Nigeriens had described as tumultuous cohabitation” (Sanda, 2014).

The cohabitation allowed the MNSD fought during the 1993 elections to acquire decision-
making power in the AFC regime. Therefore, it was not surprising to witness a confrontation
between them. A form of revenge was at work when the wheel turned which led to the smothering
of President Ousmane's regime. “T'wo factors have contributed to making cohabitation a fatal test
for the Nigerien democratic process: extreme bipolarization, reinforced by the conditions of
structuring of the two poles, as well as the logic of spoils against a background of interpretations
divergent rules of the game” (Gazibo, 2005). The cohabitation was fatal to the regime of the
3rd Republic because of two aspects. The first take source at the time when the alliance against the
MNSD was born, and the second following the appointment of the Prime Minister belonging to the
opposition. “The extreme bipolarization of political life was the main factor in the breakdown of the
Nigerien democratic process. It began to structure in 1993, when the Alliance Forces for Change
(AFC) was formed to prevent the former single party from coming to power [...] with the departure
of the Prime Minister and the constitution of a new majority by the PNDS and the MNSD, at the
end of 1994, bipolarization became extreme. Two political poles of comparable weight had just
been created. On the one hand, that structured around the Democratic and Social Convention
(CDS) and the Nigerien Alliance for Democracy and Progress (ANDP) supporting the Head of
State; on the other hand, the majority pole structured around the PNDS and the MNSD to which
returned the right to appoint a prime minister [...] the common logic of the spoils, against a
background of divergent interpretations of the rules of the game, is the second order of factors
which made cohabitation a fatal test for the Nigerien democratic process in 1996. Indeed,
if President Ousmane considered cohabitation as co-management, Prime Minister Hama Amadou
considered it as an alternation [...] because of the semi-President regime of the regime, any conflict
within the executive could not fail to spill over into parliament. When the Prime Minister and the
President of the Republic were in conflict, it was also in the Assembly that accounts were settled,
each group of deputies mobilizing to support its leader. Managing his relations with the Prime
Minister therefore amounted, for the President of the Republic, to managing his relations with the
parliamentary majority. This is why, in addition to the milestones which prepared the ground for a
difficult cohabitation, the conflicts of attribution and the reciprocal maneuvers of ouster made it a
fatal experience” (Gazibo, 2005).

Considering the arguments above, a division was created during the elections due the front
which meant to block the MNSD. Unfortunately, the alliance was not strong enough to manage
internal crises and to maintain itself. Politics obviously being a game of interest and ideological
tendencies, the President's actions were undoubtedly the cause of PNDS’s departure, but it’s
difficult to explains his alliance with the MNSD if not the desire of revenge. Back to the sender,
the MNSD, in its seniority posture did not fail to take advantage of the situation to impose itself
within a regime which was completely hostile to it, by making the PNDS an ally for a counterattack.
The second aspect, which is the sharing of power, was not without consequences. In fact, while the
President was trying to maintain his authority, the Prime Minister was making the cohabitation a
decisive period for his party thus multiplying the confrontations and the disagreements.

Different elements contributed directly and indirectly to the interruption of the democratic
process started with the advent of the multiparty system. The study of the survival of democracy is
generally based on the socio-economic and politico-institutional analysis of a state. Indeed,
the variables associated with the maintaining of a democratic regime are societal, institutional,
media and external. Taking into account institutional variables, the semi-presidential regime is
more likely to collapse due to crises within the different institutions, ie, conflicts within the
executive or between the executive and the legislative branch. This variable has produced a
plethora of research, particularly in the 1990s’ (Diskin et al., 2005). Therefore, the democratic
institutions, the behavior of political actors, the behavior of the population and finally the
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interference of the army in politics are to be taking into account. First, the poor functioning of
democratic institutions is one of the direct causes of the failure of democracy during the
3rd republic. Indeed, the maneuvers of the President in the aftermath of the election which
consisted in reducing the powers of his ally namely Prime Minister and the mismanagement of the
state’s resources led the PNDS to leave the AFC which had a comfortable majority. Many of the
President's actions were unconstitutional and quite possibly destabilizing for a new democracy.
The rallying of the PNDS to the opposition which will be fatal to the CDS regime is no doubt due to
the non-respect of the fundamental commitments of the coalition. The unconstitutional promises
of this coalition and its actions during the second round of the elections had an impact on the
democratic process. Regarding to that, “the lessons that can be learned after the first round of the
elections is that the lack of state authority has enabled Nigerien democracy to start on false
grounds made up of violations of the constitutional text and the electoral code and the silence of
the authorities which had to intervene to recall the protagonists. Whatever the motivations of the
authorities in question is, it is necessary in true democracy that the law be applied in all its rigor
whenever it is violated” (Dodo, 1995). Laxity and lack of rigor during the 1993 elections contributed
generously to the weakening of the basis on which democracy rests. The executive apparatus led by
the President exceed its prerogatives defined by the constitution and that was possible because of
the silence of the court during the election of 1993.

The democratic institutions failed especially during the political cohabitation.
For Schumpeter, it is essential that democratic institutions can emerge from the internal crisis with
the commitment to preserve democracy (Gazibo, 2005). The President and the Prime Minister
were apparently not committed to make the cohabitation a success. The behaviors and the use of
political power towards each other, made cohabitation a dark period in the political history of
Niger. Without calling it a chance, we can argue that, Niger had experienced an exceptional
situation which should have bring out the commitment to democracy and make it stronger. This
game of who can do what within the executive will have repercussions on all the institutions of the
state. The Ministers, of the opposition, loyal to their Prime Minister had no order to receive from
the President of the Republic. The disorder will extend up to the National Assembly too. Indeed,
the idea of popular representation was replaced by the desire for political retaliation materialized
by the multiple boycott from both parties within the National Assembly. The institutions have
unfortunately not been able to manage the crisis which threatened the survival of democracy as
suggested by Schumpeter. At this point, one must consider the words of the members of the
government of the 2nd republic who during the periods of demonstration for democracy replied by
asserting that Niger was not ready for such a system. The failure of institutions and the behavior of
political leaders proved this to be correct.

The anarchy which one observes within democratic institutions due to the cohabitation, is the
result of the nonexistence of an ideology within political parties. Indeed, the alliance between the
PND and the MNDS, qualified as an unnatural alliance, shows how much the ideological posture
has been neglected by political parties. The pursuit of self-interest and the desire to gain some
power has replaced the ideological belief, hence the advent of cohabitation. Thus, “The tension
reached its climax at the end of January, as shown by the national radio transformed into a
platform where incendiary statements succeeded one another. The President of the National
Assembly did not hesitate, at the opening of the first session of parliament, on January 24,
to openly accuse the presidential camp of ethnocentrism. At the same time, the majority accused
the President of the Republic of violating article 46 of the Constitution by being elected president of
his party. Rumors of the dissolution of the head of state’s party were echoed by rumors of the
president’s dissolution of the National Assembly. It was in this context that on January 26, 1996, an
additional step was taken. The President of the National Assembly has indeed asked the Supreme
Court to declare President Ousmane's impediment.” (Gazibo, 2005). The management of
cohabitation, unknown in the political history of Niger, will be a complete failure. This is partly due
to the fragility of the institutions but also to the behavior of political parties and politicians.

The second point concerns the behavior of political actors. Taking into account the mission
which they are invested of, the political actors and members of the government must respect the
ethic which is imposed on their character in co-management, without partisan diversity being
destructive. Thus, the analysis of the behavior of all those who were directly or indirectly involved
in governance during the 3rd republic reveals a lack of interest for institutions and democracy.
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Some have gone so far as to envisage military intervention to put an end to the regime. “The semi-
presidential regime did not succeed in resisting the shock, because «no doubt the actors of this
ephemeral cohabitation lacked an ethics of behavior and the will to make concessions in order to
maintain a consensus founder around the rules of the game». We could even evoke a possible
complicity of certain actors, in particular the leaders of the majority, who would have incited the
soldiers to take power. If this accusation was of course refuted by the actors questioned, the fact
remains that their strategies undoubtedly worked against the system. This was what Sanoussi
Jackou, CDS vice-president wanted to express, just after the putsch when he said that:
«The soldiers did not take power by ambition, but because we couldn't get along. We sawed the
branch we were sitting on»” (Gazibo, 2005).

Thirdly, one must also take into account the behavior of the population. Observing the
chaotic situation, the population did not fail to express their dissatisfaction but also their dismay
that the political issue had now replaced the interest of the population during political
cohabitation. With the quarrels between the AFC and the opposition gaining momentum, the call
for military intervention was seen by some as the last option. The total disinterestedness in the
maintaining of an elected democratic regime, demonstrates the lack of political maturity of the
population. A feeling of insecurity during the period of crisis will lead to neglect the advantage of
democracy, to the point of wishing its end by arms if necessary. This behavior has contributed
more or less to the weakening of democracy which needed popular support to survive. The army on
the other side, undoubtedly took advantage of the generalized confusion and the despair of the
people to put an end to the regime of the 3rd republic. This attribute of defender of democracy, was
only an alibi for the army which took advantage of the first opportunity to regain a power which
was forcibly wrested from them.

The rapid return of the army in the political scene was possible because “the emergence of the
military in the political arena in Niger generally poses the problem of the place of the army in the
political system. Undoubtedly, this lasting intrusion, from 1974 to 1991, contributed to the
establishment and rooting of military regimes, with very little democratic content and favoring the
installation at the top of the State of a military oligarchy little inclined to political openness [...] the
prospect of a return of the civilians at the head of the state is dismissed sine die. This is without
counting with the ‘east wind’ which shortens the second republic through the institutionalization of
new rules of the political game by the Sovereign National Conference in July 1991. The army
temporarily left power, but it returns to the scene twice in 1996 and 1999, making every time more
precarious the new democratic institutions. Therefore, the question arises of the military
professionalization. This is translated in the Nigerien context in very simple terms. How to keep the
army out of the political arena in a country where it has accumulated considerable political capital
through the lasting excretion of power? [...] considering these remarks, we understand that the
Nigerien army, without any consideration for democracy, put an end to the process while
maintaining that it is in the interest in safeguarding democracy. This coup put an end to the first
democratic regime, undermining the hope of making Niger an example of democracy” (Alou,
2008). January 27, 1996, the regime of the 3rd republic after three difficult years, will be
unfortunately interrupted by a military coup. The military junta will declare the dissolution of all
the government, the suspension of the constitution and of all democratic institutions.

The last aspect of the failure of democracy was the post-coup events. Indeed, the coup of 1996
was acclaimed by those who (USTN, USN) fought with all their might for the democracy. The New
Democracy had lost all meaning when structures like USN had shown no remorse that the Third
Republic ended in that way. To this is added the words of those who contributed to the birth of
cohabitation in the third republic, testimony of their lack of interest in democracy. Hama Amadou
Prime Minister see the events as the result of “understandable motivation of military adding even
that the coup creates the conditions for a new experience”; Mahamadou Issoufou, President of the
National Assembly said that “for the moment the colonel Baré is keeping his promises. I stand by
the fact”; For the Minister of Foreign Affairs Mohamed Bazoum “the coup was inevitable but did
not settle anything [...] exasperated military as all citizens by political blockage found a way to end
it does not seem until further notice hostile to democracy” (Gazibo, 2005).
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5. Conclusion

The advent of democracy in Niger, which enabled the 1993 competitive elections, will remain
a fundamental stage in the political evolution of Niger. Unfortunately, the inexperience or rather
the verified lack of interest in doing what is necessary in the name of democracy, will lead the first
democratic government to its loss. The analysis of this failure reveals from the creation of the AFC
to the political cohabitation and finally the military coup of 1996 tense political situations and
challenges that were higher than the commitments of the rulers. Political cohabitation, in other
words, is one of the rare situations which shows to what extent democracy is a system which is not
only complex, but above all resolved to allow everyone to participate in the management of the
State. Thus, an opposition devoid of any decision-making power can acquire certain prerogatives
allowing it to influence the regime of its adversary by integrating its government with the means of
the ballot. Niger’s new democracy, unable to maintain itself, reached its limit. The democratic
process was stopped by forces acting out of their framework of action. At the end of this analysis,
one may wonder if Niger's multi-party system will be able to facilitate the consolidation of
democracy in the years to come.
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