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ABSTRACT. Brief information on the IV International Conference Field Practice in the 

Higher Education System held in the Crimea. Field practice is a part of educational program when 
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students go to other regions in summer to apply on-site the competences and skills they obtained. 
Field practice is widely used in training of geologists, biologists, geophysicists, historians etc. 

Keywords: conference; higher education; student practice; field practice; geosciences; 
geology; archaeology; Crimea. 

 
The IV International Conference “Field practice in the Higher Education System” was held on 

the basis Representative office of Saint-Petersburg State University in the Autonomous Republic of 
the Crimea, Ukraine (the village of Trudoljubovka, Bakhchisaray region) from July 28 to August 7, 
2012. The Conference was dedicated to the 80th anniversary of the Faculty of Geology of Saint-
Petersburg State University, the 60th anniversary of the Crimean geological field practice of 
Leningrad (now Saint-Petersburg) State University [1] and the memory of Professor Vladimir 
Anatolyevich Prozorovskiy. 

The conference of teachers of higher educational institutions of the Soviet Union held at the 
Crimean geological training facility of Moscow State University in 1974 adopted a resolution to 
regard the geological field practice as an obligatory component of the academic process. Since then, 
all higher educational institutions training specialists in the field of geology arrange for summer 
field practice for the students of the first, second and third year of studies. 

In 2002, Saint-Petersburg State University revived the tradition of holding conferences 
dedicated to field practice [2]. The second conference Field practice in the Higher Education System 
was held in the Crimea in 2007 [3, 4]. The third conference held in Gorny Altai in 2009 was 
organised by Novosibirsk State University, Novosibirsk State Pedagogical University and the Institute 
of Archaeology and Ethnography, Siberian Branch of the Russian Academy of Sciences [5, 6].  

Now these conferences discuss not only the issues of practice for the students of geological 
specialities. Field practice was included into the training programs for geographers, archaeologists, 
biologists and geophysicists. 

The present conference was attended by more than 160 participants from 54 higher 
educational establishments and research and development organisations of Russia, the Ukraine, 
Belarus, Moldova, Poland, Abkhazia and China with 100 reports. The conference represented not 
only capital cities such as Moscow, Kiev, Minsk, Kishinev, Saint-Petersburg and Sukhum, but also 
Arkhangelsk, Alchevsk (Ukraine), Balashov (Russia), Vladimir, Grozny, Dnepropetrovsk, Izhevsk, 
Kazan, Kaliningrad, Kemerovo, Kremenets (Ukraine), Lviv, Mogilev, Novosibirsk, Nizhny 
Novgorod, Omsk, Orenburg, Petrozavodsk, Rostov-on-don, Ryazan, Samara, Saratov, Sevastopol, 
Simferopol, Sumy (Ukraine), Syktyvkar, Tomsk, Tyumen, Fuzhou (China), Khanty-Mansiysk, 
Yakutsk. 

Members of conference discussed the history of field practice for students, its role and place 
in the academic process; methodological issues of organisation of field practice; prospects of 
development of field practice; the issues of geology, biology, environmental protection and 
archaeology of the Crimea. 

Field practice is the major element of the present-day training of specialists (both bachelors 
and masters) in geology, hydrogeology, environmental protection, archaeology, geobotany, soil 
science, geography, zoology, philology, cultural science etc. The conference expressed its concern 
with drastic reduction of financing of field practice. The reduction cannot but lower the quality of 
training of the university graduates. 

The conference recommended to the Ministries of Education of Russia, the Ukraine, Belarus 
and Moldova to retain field practice in the bachelor and master training programs. It was 
recognised indispensable to step up financing and improve technical provision of field practice 
facilities. 

The conference also pointed out the necessity for different universities to coordinate the 
methodological bases of field practices in each speciality. 

The conference recommended expanding international contacts of field practice facilities of 
different universities and making contracts with foreign universities for field practice exchange of 
teachers and students. 

The conference charged Professor of Saint-Petersburg State University, Vladimir Arkadyev, 
to be the science editor of the inter-university book of articles on geology of the Crimea. 

The V International Conference was suggested to be held in 2014 in the Pinega State Reserve 
of Arkhangelsk province, Russia. Traditionally, the VI Conference will be held in 2017 in  
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Representative Office of Saint-Petersburg State University in the Autonomous Republic of Crimea, 
Ukraine. 

During the conference was organized tours through Trudoljubovka region (Bakhchisaray and 
surrounding areas) - geology, geomorphology, ecology, soils and vegetation, Archaeology of the 
Crimea. Various Mesozoic and Cenozoic marine deposits and volcanic-sedimentary formations are 
located in the river Bodrak basin. The deposits represent a great diversity of marine fauna remains 
(ammonites, belemnites, bivalves and gastropods, corals, brachiopods, echinoderms, sponges, 
bryozoans). Due to the excellent rock outcrops we will be able to see different tectonic structures 
like monoclinal, folded, ruptured, etc. The unique cuesta topography is very typical for the Crimean 
Mountains. In South-West Crimea the modern geological processes including earthquakes, 
landslides, erosion, etc are widely exhibited. Numerous archaeological objects like ancient burials, 
cave "cities" (Bakla cave fort near of the river Bodrak, cave monasteries of Chufut-Calais, Mangup-
Calais, etc.) are of additional interest. All of this determines the favorable conditions for practice 
performing and for studying the various topics of geology, archeology and history. 

After the breakout and plenary sessions had been over, the participants of the conference 
enjoyed two four-day tours of the Crimea [7]. The tour of the Eastern Crimea was conducted by 
Professor Vladimir Arkadyev and Senior Lecturer Elena Kayukova (Trudoljubovka - mount Ak-
Kaya - Kazantip Bay of the Azov sea - Bulganak field of mud volcanoes - Kerch - Cape Opuk - Kojas 
mud-a salt lake, excavations of the ancient city Kimmerik - Feodosiya - Trudoljubovka). The tour of 
the Western Crimea was operated by Dr. (Geology) Sergey Snigirevsky and Dr. (History) Igor 
Garbuz (Trudoljubovka - greek-scythian site of ancient settlement of Kara-Tobe - Evpatoria - 
excavations at the site tourist – settlement Kulchuk – Beljaus - Tarkhankut peninsula - Dzhangul 
landslide processes - the ancient greek city Kalos-Limen - salt lake Bakol - Bakal spit - 
Trudoljubovka).  

The conference materials were published by St Petersburg State University as a abstracts-
volume [8]. The conference materials are to be placed in the web portal of Field Practice [9] 
established by decision of the III International Conference. 
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Аннотация. Краткая информация о проведенной в Крыму IV-й международной 

конференции «Полевые практики в системе высшего профессионального образования». 
Полевые практики – это выезд студентов летом в другие регионы для применения на 
местности полученных знаний и навыков. Практики широко используются при обучении 
геологов, биологов, геофизиков, историков и других специалистов. 
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